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The Orange Constant
Statesboro formed band 
returns home for Blue Room 
concert on Oct. 4.
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Eve nts 
Aro u n d C a mp us
Wa nt y o u a n d y o ur p et t o b e f e at ur e d n e xt ti m e? 
P ost y o ur p h ot o o n T witt er wit h t h e n a m e of y o ur p et a n d 
a littl e bit a b o ut y o u ( n a m e, y e ar, a n d m aj or). 
M a k e s ur e y o u i n cl u d e # p ets b or o a n d t a g 
@ G A _ Vis u als!
Pe t N a me:
R o xi e
O w n e r N a me:
Ta q u a nj a h R o a c h
J u ni o r
F a mil y & c hil d 
de v el o p me n t m aj o r
# P E T S B O R O
Cr as h Cou rse i n LG BT Q + Issues
J oi n us f or t o l e ar n m or e a b o ut L G B T Q + Iss u es! Th e S O L D W or ks h o p 
is d esi g n e d f or a n y st u d e nt s e e ki n g t o d e v el o p t h eir 
i n di vi d u al l e a d ers hi p c a p a biliti es. 
We d n es d a y, O ct o b e r 9 at 5: 3 0 p. m
Willi a ms C e nt e r M ulti p u r p os e R o o m
UP B: Mo vie - T he Lio n Ki ng
This e v e nt is fr e e a n d o p e n t o t h e p u bli c. C o n c essi o ns will b e a v ail a bl e 
f or p ur c h as e. St u d e nts, pl e as e bri n g y o ur E a gl e I D!
Fri d a y, O ct o b e r 1 1 at 6 p. m. & 8 p. m.
R uss ell U ni o n Th e at r e
UP B: Nig ht at T he Clu b house
C o m e o ut f or a ni g ht of F R E E b o wli n g, s pi n z o n e, g o k arti n g, a n d l as er 
t a g! This e v e nt is fr e e a n d o p e n t o G S st u d e nts. M ust bri n g E a gl e I Ds!
Th u rs d a y, O ct o b e r 1 0 at 1 0 p. m. t o 1 a. m.
Th e Cl u b h o us e | 2 7 0 4 Ol d R e gist e r R d
V olle y b all vs T ro y
J oi n t h e E a gl es as t h e y t a k e o n t h e Tr oj a ns i n o ur L o c al 
H er o es Ni g ht m at c h u p! C o m e s u p p ort t h e E a gl es as t h e y 
st art S u n B elt C o nf er e n c e pl a y at h o m e!
Fri d a y, O ct o b e r 4 at 5: 3 0 p. m.









S at ur d a yFri d a yT h ur s d a y S u n d a y
9 5 �/ 6 7� 9 6 �/ 6 9� 8 5 �/ 6 5� 8 5 �/ 6 6�
A RTIST SPOTLIG HT
Z AC HE R Y NO A H R A H N
E v er  si n c e  h e  w a s  a  c hil d  
r e a di n g t h e “ G o o s e b u m p s ” s e ri e s, 
s e ni o r  w riti n g  a n d  li n g ui sti c s  
m aj o r  Z a c h e r y  N o a h  R a h n  h a s  
w a nt e d t o b e c o m e a n a ut h o r.
T o d a y, R a h n p a rti c ul a rl y e nj o y s 
w riti n g  p o et r y,  a n d  hi s  c a r e e r  
a s pi r ati o n s  i n cl u d e  b e c o mi n g  
a  f r e el a n c e r  o r  a n  e dit o r  f o r  a n  
a rt  m a g a zi n e.  H e  s ai d  h e  fi n d s 
i n s pi r ati o n  t o  w rit e  m a n y  of  hi s  
p o e m s w hil e h e’ s w o r ki n g at hi s 
r et ail j o b.
O ri gi n all y  f r o m  E ffi n g h a m, 
R a h n’ s  i nt e r e st  i n  p o et r y  b e g a n  
w h e n h e l e a r n e d a b o ut t h e g e n r e 
i n hi g h s c h o ol.
“I t o o k a li ki n g t o E d g a r All a n 
P o e, ” R a h n s ai d. “ O b vi o u sl y. ”
R a h n i s a h o r r o r f a n, a n d b u g s, 
s p a c e  a n d  di n o s a u r s  a r e  a m o n g  
t h e  s u bj e ct s  h e  li k e s  t o  w rit e  
a b o ut.
A n al u m of t h e Di s n e y C oll e g e 
P r o g r a m  at  W alt  Di s n e y  W o rl d,  
R a h n  o n c e  a s pi r e d  t o  b e c o m e  
a n  e n gi n e e r  s o  h e  c o ul d  d e si g n  
att r a cti o n s  at  t h e  t h e m e  p a r k.  
H o w e v e r, h e l at e r c h a n n el e d t h at 
c r e ati vit y i nt o w riti n g i n st e a d.
“I li k e t h at I c a n c r e at e w o rl d s 
a n d  m a k e  t h e m  d o  w h at e v e r  I  
w a nt, ” R a h n s ai d.
R a h n  e nj o y s  b ei n g  p a rt  of  
G e o r gi a  S o ut h e r n  U ni v e r sit y’ s  
c r e ati v e  w riti n g  c o m m u nit y,  
w hi c h h e s ai d i s v e r y o p e n.
B e y o n d c r e ati v e w riti n g, R a h n 
li k e s  w at c hi n g  h o r r o r  m o vi e s,  
pl a yi n g t e n ni s, w at c hi n g Y o u T u b e 
a n d g oi n g t o t h e m e p a r k s.
W h e n a s k e d w h at a d vi c e h e h a s 
f o r  f ell o w  y o u n g  w rit e r s,  R a h n  
s ai d,  “ D o n’t  b e  af r ai d  t o  w rit e  
w ei r d  t hi n g s.  T h e  m o r e  h o n e st  
y o u a r e wit h y o u r w o r k, t h e m o r e 
s u c c e s sf ul it’ s g oi n g t o b e. ”
P H O T O C O U R T E S Y O F  R A H N
Re a d MO RE OF Z ac h a r y’s poet r y at 
miscell a n y. reflecto rgsu.co m
I wi p e y o u fr o m m y 
n o stril s
li k e c o c ai n e, b ut y o ur 
p o w d er
still r e si d e s i n m y 
cr a c k e d li p s.
M y m o ut h i s dr y 
wit h o ut y o ur
s u b st a n c e. M y s ki n 
fl ar e s
i n hi v e s a g ai n st y o ur s. I
n e e d y o u li k e br ui s e s.
E v er y c ut o n y o ur ar m 
bl e e d s
li k e m o ut h w a s h. 
Irr e g ul ar
stri p e s a n d p ol k a d ot
b ur n s o n y o ur s ki n ar e 
a
hi g h w a y a g ai n st m y 
fi n g er ti p s.
I fl o at i n t h e air wit h 
y o ur t o u c h
li k e t h er e’ s a H elt er 
S k elt er
s pir ali n g ar o u n d m y 
n e c k.
G o o d m or ni n g, 
w hi s k e y.
I di d n’t h a v e m y h e art 
pill s t o d a y
a n d n o w I c a n’t st o p 
s w all o wi n g
y o u li k e d et er g e nt.
S h oppi ng List
Y O U C A N A D V E R TI S E 
I N T H E G E O R G E- A N N E 
F O R A S LI T T L E A S $ 7
N e e d t o s u bl e a s e ? W a nt t o s ell y o u r 
bi c y cl e ?  W a nt  t o  a v oi d  t h e  t r oll s  
a n d s c a m a rti st s o n t h e h u g e o nli n e 
li sti n g s ?
B u yi n g a cl a s si fi e d a d i s c h e a p a n d 
e a s y.
    ■  G o t o t h e g e o r g e a n n e. c o m.
    ■  Cli c k t h e “ Cl a s si fi e d s ” li n k. 
    ■  Cli c k “ P ri nt ” i n t h e o r a n g e 
         “ P o st Cl a s si fi e d s ” b o x.
F oll o w  t h e  i n st r u cti o n s.  Writ e  
y o u r  a d,  c h o o s e  w h e n  it  will  b e  
p u bli s h e d a n d p a y wit h y o u r c r e dit 
c a r d.
H o w m u c h will $ 7 b u y ?  U p t o 3 0 
w o r d s. F o r e x a m pl e:
S u bl e a s e  a v ail a bl e  i n  X Y Z  
A p a rt m e nt s.  $ 7 5 0.  Q ui et  
r o o m m at e s.  I’ll  p a y  fi r st 
m o nt h.  C o nt a ct  A B C D E F @
g e o r gi a s o ut h e r n. e d u f r o m y o u r 
G S U a c c o u nt.
T h e bi g X Y Z F e sti v al i s c o mi n g 
u p  1- 3  p. m.  A p ril  X X  at  t h e  
R u s s ell U ni o n R ot u n d a! G a m e s, 
f o o d  a n d  p ri z e s.  L e a r n  a b o ut  
e x citi n g  o p p o rt u niti e s  wit h 
O r g a ni z ati o n A B C.
Al s o  a v ail a bl e:   O nli n e  cl a s si fi e d s. 
1 5 d a y s f o r $ 2 5. S a m e i n st r u cti o n s 
a s  a b o v e,  e x c e pt  cli c k  “ O nli n e ”  o r 
“ B ot h ” i n t h e o r a n g e b o x.
A v oi di n g  tr oll s  a n d  s c a m  arti st s:  
If  y o u  s e e k  r e s p o n s e s,  y o u  a r e  
st r o n gl y  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  u s e  y o u r  
G e o r gi a  S o ut h e r n  e m ail  a d d r e s s  
a n d r e q ui r e r e s p o n d e nt s t o c o nt a ct 
y o u f r o m a G e o r gi a S o ut h e r n e m ail 
a d d r e s s.  N o n- G S U  a d v e rti s e r s  
a r e  e n c o u r a g e d  t o  u s e  a  b u si n e s s  
o r  ot h e r  p u bli c  e m ail  a d d r e s s  
o r  p h o n e  n u m b e r,  n ot  p e r s o n al  
a c c o u nt s o r p h o n e s.
C L A S SI FI E D S
Ge o r gi a S o u t he r n s t u de n t s
Cr e ati v e N o n fi cti o n
W e’r e Mi s c ell a n y M a g a zi n e f or t h e Art s fr o m 
T h e G e or g e - A n n e M e di a Gr o u p, a n d w e w a nt y o ur cr e ati v e w or k.
E m ail y o ur s u b mi s si o n s t o 
mi s c ell a n y @ g e or gi a s o ut h er n. e d u. 
C h e c k o ut o ur s u b mi s si o n s g ui d eli n e s at mi s c ell a n y.r e fl e ct or g s u. c o m
P h ot o gr a p h yFi cti o n
P o etr y
A n d m or e
Art
G e o r gi a S o u t he r n s t u de n t s
Cr e ati v e N o n fi cti o n
W e’r e Mi s c ell a n y M a g a zi n e f or t h e Art s fr o m 
T h e G e or g e - A n n e M e di a Gr o u p, a n d w e w a nt y o ur cr e ati v e w or k.
E m ail y o ur s u b mi s si o n s t o 
mi s c ell a n y @ g e or gi a s o ut h er n. e d u. 
C h e c k o ut o ur s u b mi s si o n s g ui d eli n e s at mi s c ell a n y.r e fl e ct or g s u. c o m
P h ot o gr a p h yFi cti o n
P o etr y
A n d m or e
Art
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#SeenAtSouthern
Our  photographers went out on campus and snapped 
some photos depicting life at Georgia Southern. Come 
back every week or follow our Twitter, @GA_Visuals, to 
see if you have been spotted!
STATEMENT OF 
OPERATIONS
The George-Anne Statesboro Edition 
is the official student newspaper of 
the Statesboro campus of Georgia 
Southern University, operated by GS 
students using facilities provided by the 
university. The newspaper is the oldest 
continuously published newspaper in 
Bulloch County. 
The newspaper is published once 
weekly, on Thursdays, during most 
of the academic year. Any questions 
regarding content should be directed 
to the student editor email at gaeditor@
georgiasouthern.edu. 
ADVERTISING: Any advertising 
inquiries should be directed to ads1@
georgiasouthern.edu. The George-
Anne receives additional report in part 
from the Student Activities Budget 
Committee. For more information, 
rate cards, or sample publications, 
contact the advertising manager, 
ads1@georgiasouthern.edu, or student 
media director David Simpson. The 
advertiser is responsible for any errors 
in advertisements and its liability for 
adjustments is limited to the amount 
of space the error occupied in the 
ad. Further, the newspaper is not 
responsible for any damages caused 
due to an ad’s omission from a particular 
edition and its responsibility solely is to 
reschedule the ad in the next regular 
edition at the regular advertising rates. 
PUBLICATION INFORMATION: 
The newspaper is printed by The 
Statesboro Herald in Statesboro, Ga. 
NOTICE: One copy of The George-
Anne is free to each person. Multiple 
copies may be purchased for $1 each 
by contacting ads1@georgiasouthern.
edu. Unauthorized removal of 
multiple copies from a distribution site 
constitutes theft under Georgia law, a 
misdemeanor offense punishable by a 
fine and/or jail time. 
CORRECTIONS: Contact the editor 
at gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu for 
corrections and errors. 
THE GEORGE-ANNE MEDIA 
GROUP: The George-Anne Media 
Group is made up of print and digital 
publications within the Office of Student 
Media. These publications have been 
designated a public forum for student 
expression by Georgia Southern 
University. Student executives in charge 
of each outlet are authorized to publish 
or decline to publish in any medium 
content of all kinds without prior 
review by any employee of Georgia 
Southern University. The publisher of 
all George-Anne Media Group outlets 
is the Student Media Executive Board, 
comprised of the editors-in-chief and 
division managers listed below. 
The George-Anne Statesboro Edition 
weekly newspaper is assembled by 
The George-Anne Creative Division 
from content provided by all digital 
outlets listed below, with additional 
content and writing by The George-
Anne Division. 
All George-Anne Media Group 
outlets are headquartered in the 
Williams Center. The Office of Student 





Daily Managing Editor Kyle Clark
News Managing Editor 
Nathan Woodruff
News Editor Sarah Smith
Sports Managing Editor 
Kaitlin Sells
Sports Editor Amanda Arnold
THE CREATIVE DIVISION 
Creative Editor-in-Chief 
Rebecca Hooper




Project Design Editor Kayla Hill
Photo Editor Isis Mayfield
Early Page Designer Dalis Worrell
News Designer Christaje Roach
Sports Designer Daniel Castro
Marketing Manager Summer Yawn
Business Manager Coy Kirkland
The Studio Editor-in-Chief 
Lawrence Algee
The Reflector Editor-in-Chief 
Noelle Walker
LAUREN SABIA/staff
Did you know that fencing is the oldest club at GSU? Here is Chris Watkins 
and Nicholas Yoon to tell you that practice times are 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Monday 
and Wednesday, and Sunday from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at Studio 2 in the RAC. Stop 
by if you are interested!
KRISTEN BALLARD/staff
As midterms quickly approach, utilize the 
on-campus resources in the Library such as: 
tutoring, study spaces, and the Academic 
Success Center. Janie Anderson, junior (left), 
utilizes the library’s available space to study in 
her free time. 
ISIS MAYFIELD/staff
In the Russell Union Wednesday, Dr. Damon Williams talked to 
faculty & students about the recent diversity report & what we 
can do as an institution to improve diversity & inclusion!
Page designed by Dalis Worrell To contact the editor, email gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu
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Opinions @TheGeorgeAnne
Do you have an opinion that needs to be heard?
The George-Anne welcomes letters to the editor and appropiate guest columns. All 
copy submitted should be 350 words or fewer, typed, and sent via e-mail in Microsoft 
Word format to gaeditor@georgiasouthern.edu. All submissions must be signed and 
include phone number for verification. GS students should include their academic 
major, year and hometown. The editors reserve the right to reject any submission and 
edit submissions for length.
Opinions expressed herein are those of the Board of Opinions or columnists 
themselves and DO NOT necessarily reflect those of the faculty, staff or administration 
of GS, the Student Media Advisory Board, The George-Anne Media Group or the 
University System of Georgia.
I hear this phrase, “Can I hit 
your juul?” on repeat almost 
everywhere I go. It makes me 
think: what is this phenomenon 
with juuling?
I’ll be honest, before I 
transferred to Georgia Southern 
last year, I had never heard 
of Juul. So when someone 
asked me if they could hit my 
Juul, you can understand the 
confused look they had on their 
face when I replied, “I don’t 
know that dance.”
Yes, I really did think it was a 
dance. Since that embarrassing 
moment, I have learned more 
about the product and I’ve even 
tried it. I wanted to keep an 
open mind about the product 
since it was supposed to be a 
better alternative to cigarettes.
Now that I’ve actually tried 
juuling, I can say that I really 
don’t understand the hype 
around it. I genuinely can’t find 
the answer to why they’re so 
popular or their claim to fame.
The company Juul was 
founded in 2015 and in the 
four years it’s been on the 
market, the company’s sales 
have skyrocketed and so have 
health problems. So with the 
increasing health problem 
being put into the light, why 
I am still consistently hearing 
“Can I hit your Juul?”
Juul’s website states their 
mission is to mprove the 
lives of the world’s 1 billion 
adult smokers by eliminating 
cigarettes, but it seems like 
there is a new news article 
every day about someone’s life 
being negatively impacted by 
juuling.
In theory, juuling sounds like 
a good alternative, but in reality, 
it has just as much nicotine and 
seems to be causing just as 
many health problems.
Consistent juuling can result 
in increased heart rate, high 
blood pressure, lung disease, 
chronic bronchitis and can 
even lead to type 2 diabetes, 
according to Penn State News.
Maybe I’ll never understand 
why Juul is so popular, but 
what I do know is that you’ll 
never hear me ask, “Can I hit 
your Juul?”
SAVANNAH KING
Savannah King is a senior 
journalism major from Tifton, Ga.
Normani is in a lane of her 
own in the world of pop music. 
The former Fifth Harmony 
singer continues to prove that 
she is ahead of her peers and 
is ready to become the next 
princess of pop. 
Since releasing her first 
solo single “Motivation” in 
August, accompanied by a 
music video that currently has 
53 million views on Youtube, it 
was evident that Normani was 
meant for stardom. With only 
a handful of songs under her 
belt and no album, Normani 
has accumulated more than 
1.3 billion streams on Spotify 
since starting her solo career. 
The Motivation singer also 
has two number one singles 
at pop radio, won a VMA this 
year for her song “Waves” with 
6LACK and has gained praise 
from artists such as Beyonce, 
Rihanna and Nicki Minaj. 
Not long after Camila Cabello 
left Fifth Harmony to begin her 
solo career, the quintet turned 
quartet released one final 
album before announcing their 
plans for an indefinite hiatus to 
pursue solo careers in March of 
2018. 
A month prior to the news of 
the band’s separation, Normani 
had released “Love Lies” with 
singer Khalid for the “Love, 
Simon” soundtrack. Debuting 
at number 43 on the Billboard 
Hot 100, the song introduced 
the world to Normani as a solo 
artist.
“Love Lies” began to 
find success after the pair 
performed at the Billboard 
Music Awards in May. 
Normani captivated the stage 
the moment her silhouette first 
appeared, outshining her duet 
partner as she twirled across 
the stage, accompanied by two 
backup dancers. If the world 
didn’t know Normani was a 
star, they knew after that night. 
“Love Lies” went on to peak at 
number nine on Billboard and 
went number one at pop radio, 
making Normani and Khalid 
the first black artists to do so 
since Flo Rida’s “My House” in 
2016. 
Finishing the year by 
releasing collaborations with 
the likes of Calvin Harris, Jessie 
Reyez and Quavo, each song 
highlighted Normani’s raspy 
vocals and adaptability to 
different genres of music. There 
is no point of putting Normani 
in a box when it comes to music 
style because she continues to 
prove herself as the ultimate 
music connoisseur. 
Before releasing her Top 40 
hit “Motivation,” Normani 
joined forces with Sam Smith 
on the sultry track “Dancing 
With a Stranger.” Once again, 
Normani found herself at the 
top of the charts, peaking at 
number seven on Billboard, 
and number one at pop radio.
Thanks to the success of Love 
Lies, Dancing With a Stranger 
and now Motivation, Normani 
has not left the Billboard 
Hot 100 since debuting as a 
solo artist in 2018. This year 
also saw Normani open for 
Ariana Grande, who co-wrote 
Motivation, on her Sweetener 
World Tour. Every night, a new 
video of Normani seemed to go 
viral. From her Beyonce-esque 
dance breaks to her intimate 
Rihanna medley, all eyes were 
on Normani.
From the Sweetener World 
Tour to the VMA stage, 
Normani is bringing back what 
it means to be a pop star. Pop 
stars don’t dance anymore. 
Today, artists just sing at a mic 
stand with a pretty background 
behind them. If we’re lucky, 
they’ll walk across the stage 
and interact with the audience. 
The era of performers was 
seemingly dead until Normani 
stepped onto the scene. 
Taking inspiration from 
artists like Britney Spears, Janet 
Jackson and Jennifer Lopez, 
Normani has made award 
shows, and the music scene 
in general, interesting again. 
Normani is cementing herself 
as a pop culture breakout and 
a major force to be reckoned 
with. When it came to Fifth 
Harmony, the “Beyonce” of 
the group was believed to be 
Havana singer Camila Cabello, 
when it was, in fact, Normani 
all along. 
Whether you’ve followed 
Normani from her days on The 
X Factor with Fifth Harmony 
or recently discovered her as a 
solo artist, it is exciting to watch 
her gain success and watch her 
shine all by herself. She is an 
artist that the pop scene has 
desperately needed. Seeing an 
artist that looks like her make 
a name for herself in pop music 
is important not only for her, 
but also for other artists that 
look like her as well.
There aren’t many dark-
skinned artists in pop, as black 
artists are often categorized as 
hip hop or RnB, no matter what 
their music sounds like. But 
Normani, along with artists 
like Lizzo and Lil Nas X, are 
breaking that barrier. 
Currently working on her 
debut album and expected to 
be released in 2020, Normani 
has already proved that she is 
already a chart topper and a 
hit maker. The sky’s the limit 
for Normani, as she continues 
to raise the raise the bar and 
set a new standard for what it 
means to be a pop star. As we 
enter a new decade, get ready 
to see a lot of Normani because 
she is here to stay, and she has 
a lot to offer.
ANTHONY BELIFANTE
Anthony is a senior journalism 
major from Brooklet, Ga. 
BY  NATHAN WOODRUFF 
The George-Anne staff
STATESBORO — Nicole Hilliard, a graduate 
resident director at Watson Hall, passed away 
at Memorial Health University Medical Center 
in Savannah, Georgia last Tuesday. 
After graduating with a degree in history 
from Rowan University, she attended 
GS pursuing a Master’s Degree in higher 
education administration.
Megan Heins, director of residence 
education, said in an email that Nicole was 
passionate about developing her students.
“She was an inspirational leader, good 
humored, compassionate, and a little sassy 
with a lot of love to give,” Heins said. “We 
are all deeply saddened by this loss, as Nicole 
held a special place in our hearts.”
The Counseling Center has been helping 
affected students.
“The Counseling Center is aware of this 
situation and has been a great partner in 
assisting us with working with affected 
students,” Heins said.
Liyah Morgan, senior psychology major, 
and fellow RHA officer, said she met Hilliard 
when she joined the resident hall executive 
board. 
“When Nicole walked into the room, we 
instantly fell in love with her personality, her 
Jersey twang filled the room as she told us 
stories about her experiences and passion for 
housing,” Morgan wrote in an email. “She had 
a personality that could shine bright in any 
room and work ethic that was unmatched.”
Hilliard and Morgan would eat lunch 
together at work where Hilliard shared 
her love for her job, boyfriend and nails. 
As an advisor, Hilliard was organized and 
comforting to other employees, Morgan said.
“She always was someone I felt comfortable 
telling my problems to whether it was about 
my classes, professors, personal life, and/or 
organizational struggles,” Morgan wrote in 
an email. “I felt like Nicole was someone who 
really cared about our wellbeing and we in 
turn cared about hers.”
Hilliard’s funeral service will be held 
Tuesday in her hometown, Woodbridge 
Township, New Jersey at 4 p.m.
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REMEBERING NICOLE
Band that started at Georgia Southern returns to Statesboro for Friday concert
BY SARAH SMITH
The George-Anne staff
STATESBORO — The Orange 
Constant is bringing vintage rock 
with a contemporary twist to The 
Blue Room on Friday, Oct. 4.
The band began in 2012 when 
Nickalous Benson and Andrew 
Brantley met in class at Georgia 
Southern and quickly realized that 
song writing was a passion of one 
anothers’.
“We were both the same level of 
guitar player… we were also the 
same level of songwriters,” Benson 
said. “Andrew and I really hit it off.”
After adding and losing two 
band members, Tyler Walker, Chris 
Freiberg and Sam Groveman were 
brought on board to complete the 
five-man band. 
Now based in Athens, Georgia, 
the band wants to break genre 
barriers and reach all audiences 
of all ages through their “organic 
charm of southern psychedelia, 
heartfelt narrative and progressive 
composition all with a spontaneous 
yet pop-like sensibility,” their website 
reads.
That pop-like sensibility is drawn 
from Benson and Freiberg’s early 
influences like The Beatles and Neil 
Diamond.
“We were influenced by the idea 
of writing music but also the idea of 
improvising music on stage,” Benson 
said.
Some songs are popular for a 
while, but the band knows not to 
burn the good ones out. Reicronic 
is the track that Benson is the most 
excited to play Friday, coming off the 
band’s newest album.
The song has a “jazz, funky piano 
ballad breakdown moment,” that 
Benson is excited to play live.
“The Orange Constant thrives 
on creating songs that differ from 
one another and possess their own 
inspired character,” Freiberg wrote 
in an email.
Benson, Brantley, and Freiberg 
have all graduated from college but 
know that music is what makes 
them happiest, according to Benson. 
“We’re not on the fast track to do 
this,” Benson said. “We aren’t writing 
these songs for people to gobble up 
to the masses.”
That happiness and enjoyment 
in making music is what Benson 
wishes to reflect while on stage.
“TOC’s debut album, Time to 
Go (June 2015), was recorded with 
Grammy-nominated producer 
“John Keane (R.E.M., Widespread 
Panic) and garnered praise from 
Relix Magazine as a ‘confident and 
polished debut album’,” Freiberg 
wrote in an email. “Shortly after, the 
band won the 2016 Flagpole Athens 
Music Award for best “Jam/Funk” 
band.”
THE ORANGE CONSTANT RETURNS HOME
She was an inspirational 
leader, good humored, 
compassionate and a 
little sassy with a lot of 
love to give.”
Megan Heins
director of residence education 
PHOTO: SHANE NELSON
Formed in Statesboro, The Orange Constant will return home to play at The Blue Room on Oct. 4.
PHOTO: GEORGIA SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY
Nicole Hilliard, 23, was a graduate resident director for Watson Hall.
BY  DAVIS COBB
The George-Anne staff
STATESBORO —Georgia 
Southern’s Office of 
Multicultural Affairs is 
teaming up with the Gay 
Straight Alliance to bring 
Pride Prom back to GS 
on Friday at 7 p.m. in the 
Russell Union ballroom. 
The two organizations 
have been putting on 
together for more than six 
years.
The event is meant to be 
a safe space for LGBTQ+ 
students to be themselves, 
as well as get to know 
people who will love and 
respect them for it.
Pride Prom is also a 
chance for those students to 
experience the joys of prom 
without being afraid of any 
repercussions.
 “Prom is a special 
time for a lot of people 
and sometimes LGBTQ+ 
individuals do not get the 
privilege of having the 
experience because they 
are not out or it may not 
be safe for them to be out,” 
Takeshia Brown, director of 
Multicultural Affairs, said. 
“Pride Prom gives students 
an opportunity to have that 
special moment.”
This year’s Pride Prom 
theme is Galaxy Gala, 
and though there is no 
dress code, attendants are 
welcome to wear costumes 
or formal attire. Food, drink 
and music will also be 
provided, and the event will 
culminate in the crowning 
of the Pride Prom royalty.
BY ANTHONY BELINFANTE
The George-Anne staff
STATESBORO — A bus system 
is in the works after Statesboro 
city officials agreed to allow City 
Manager Charles Penny begin the 
grant application process.
A previously conducted transit 
study found that the city of 
Statesboro does in fact have a need 
for public transportation. Still 
in development, city employees 
have recommended the Red/Blue 
Fixed Route Demand option after 
receiving strong support from the 
public.
The recommended plan would 
allow the city to operate the 
service directly or through a third 
party. This plan would also allow 
the city the ability to set its own 
policies, schedules, and levels of 
service. 
Transportation would be made 
available for Statesboro residents 
Monday through Friday from 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m., operating bi-weekly. 
Fare would be $4 for riders.
Councilman Phil Boyum, who 
represents District 1, said that 
students and others who don’t 
have their own transportation 
stand to benefit. 
“If we are going to create 
a transportation system that 
is going to both cater to low-
income folks who may not have 
transportation, as well as college 
students… we have to think 
about when these people need 
transportation,” Boyum said.
The Red/Blue Route is 
estimated to cost the city 
$811,750, with annual operations 
and maintenance cost is projected 
at $658,800 on the presumption 
of 96,000 annual passenger trips, 
according to All On Georgia.
Revenue could bring in as much 
as $78,625 for the city due to the 
reduced rate options available for 
some riders.
In order to move forward, the 
city would have to pay $290,088 
in local funds, along with $78,625 
collected from fares in order to 
receive federal funding.
“There is a need and I think it 
is money well spent,” Councilman 
Sam Lee Jones said.
A formal vote is expected to be 
made in October.
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A need for public transportation sparks the possibility of a bus system
POSSIBLE NEW BUS SYSTEM
It’s smart 
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STUDENTS REACT
Gender inclusive bathrooms, student resource 




STATESBORO — The 
Women’s, Gender and 
Sexualities Studies department 
at Georgia Southern have 
helped get gender inclusive 
bathrooms on the GS campus 
and a student resource center 
on campus. 
These gender inclusive 
bathrooms are located in the 
Carroll Building at the center 
for social gerontology, the 
Zach S. Henderson Library on 
the 2 floor, the health center 
and the counseling center. 
Nikki DiGregorio, Ph.D., 
associate professor of child 
and family development, 
said that the gender inclusive 
bathrooms were very 
important and personal.
“As someone who has had to 
go to the emergency room due 
to an obstructed bladder due 
to avoiding public restrooms 
for fear of harassment and/
or violence, I understand 
how imperative it is that this 
initiative continue to move 
forward,’’ DiGregorio said. 
“All gender bathrooms are 
important to foster an inclusive 
environment on college 
campuses everywhere.”
WGSS also has a student 
resource center on campus. 
The WGSS student resource 
center is located within the 
WGSS Office in the Carroll 
Building, in room 2288. Within 
the room, a food pantry, 
LGBTQ+ library, a diaper and 
lactation station, among other 
resources and supplies for all 
students.
Co-Director of WGSS,Lisa 
Costello,Ph.D., said that 
WGSS is making an impact on 
the Georgia Southern campus 
through inclusive excellence. 
“The WGSS is an 
academic program that has 
interdisciplinary classes 
from all over campus,like 
Intro LGBT Studies, race 
& ethnicity, and women’s 
history,” Costello said. “These 
classes and our programming 
align with and enrich the 
inclusive excellence pillar 
that is central to Georgia 
Southern’s strategic plan.” 
Speaking on future WGSS 
projects or initiatives, 
DiGregorio, Ph.D, said that 
these successes were a product 
of years of work,
“We are excited about the 
University’s strategic pillar 
of inclusive excellence! The 
WGSS program has inclusive 
excellence woven throughout 
its mission and has been 
engaged in this work for 
years,” DiGregorio said. 
“We are here and ready to 
collaborate to work across 
campuses to help support 
students, faculty and staff.”
GENDER INCLUSIVE 
BATHROOMS ADDED TO 
CAMPUS BUILDINGS
Georgia Southern pride prom set for Friday
SOUTHERN PRIDE PROM
SARAH SMITH/staff
Statesboro City Manager Charles Penny received a grant 
application for a transit system.
PHOTO: WOMEN’S, GENDER, AND SEXUALITY STUDIES AT GS
The WGSS student resource center is located within the WGSS 








director of residence 
education 
JULIA FECHTER/staff
This year’s Pride Prom theme is Galaxy 
Gala, and though there is no dress code, 




STATESBORO — The criminal justice 
program is looking to get students 
ready for careers in the field of law 
enforcement, victim advocacy, data 
management and the nature of justice.
The new program came after the 
consolidation from the Armstrong 
campus.
It became the masters of science in 
criminal justice and criminology last 
fall and it can be done fully online or 
in person. Armstrong campus is for 
the online portion of the program and 
Statesboro campus is the in person.
“Expect to read and write a lot because 
you can’t come to a graduate program 
and procrastinate,” Ernest Zittirouer, 
a graduate assistant, said. “If you are 
thinking about coming then go and talk 
to professors so they can explain the 
process.” 
The program offers courses that are 
introductory with broad comprehensive 
classes and focus classes on particular 
issues.
Criminal justice graduates are 
allowed to branch out from the program 
and take six hours of electives to aid in 
their research.
“Our goal is to produce students that 
are well-rounded to enter any career 
of their desire,” graduate coordinator 
Chad Posick said. “We focus on being 
critical thinkers so all of our classes 
include critical thinking components.”
The two major tracks in the program 
is criminal justice criminology and 
cyber crime.
“It’s a master’s degree that sets 
you up for multiply different careers 
paths,” Posick said. “The diversity and 
flexibility of this degree makes it stand 
out.”
GS has two graduates who work in 
Statesboro with one working at the clerk 
of courts office and another is a victim 
advocate working at the Statesboro 
district attorney office.
“The program has routes so you can 
do a thesis or a practicum so if you are 
thinking about doing either of these, 
just start early.” Zittrouer said. “It’s a 
hassle looking for internships because 
I did one with the U.S. marshals and it 
took six months to get the A-OK so just 
be patient.” 
The final deadline to apply for the 
criminal justice graduate program for 
Spring is Nov. 15 and April 1 for the 
summer.
BY  NATHAN WOODRUFF
The George-Anne staff
STATESBORO — The Southern Scuba 
Club at Georgia Southern is looking to 
expand interest in scuba diving on the 
Georgia Southern campus.
William Hicks, southern scuba club 
president, said that access and opportunities 
to scuba diving was the goal, and that the 
southern scuba club was like a family to 
him.
“We provide access to diving equipment, 
opportunities, training, and guidance 
outside of courses offered on or off campus,” 
Hicks said. “This club has helped me grow 
as a leader and as a diver. I have met some 
of my best friends through the club, we are 
all just a big family.”
Hicks said he has been there since the 
beginning.
“I have been apart of Southern Scuba 
Divers since the beginning,” Hicks said. “It 
basically started as just a few friends getting 
together and diving and now we are 53 
members strong!”
Sarah Wright, head of community 
outreach, said that she could not imagine 
college without the southern scuba club.
“Anyone who loves the ocean and 
is interested in learning more about 
becoming a certified diver should join the 
Southern Scuba Divers,” Wright said. “The 
scuba community is unlike anything I have 
ever experienced before, and I could not 
imagine my college experience without 
them.”
The southern scuba club helped in the 
Tybee Island beach cleanup, picking up 
around 9,000 pieces of individual trash. 
They also participate in the soda tab 
collection drive, which is a charity drive for 
the Ronald McDonald House that begins in 
the next few weeks and goes through into 
the spring 2020 semester. 
Cailey Dupree, a southern scuba club 
officer, said several trips, including two 
to Ginnie Springs in Northern Florida, 
community service endeavours and guest 
speakers at meetings are part of the southern 
scuba club’s future plans.
Anyone can join and participate, however, 
according to Hicks, southern scuba does 
require you to have a scuba certification to 
go on most trips, but non-certified members 
can come on trips if snorkeling is allowed at 
the trip location.
The southern scuba club can be contacted 
at southernscubadivers@gmail.com. 
Updates on future meetings can be found on 
myinvolvement.
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Southern scuba club looks to expand scuba diving interest on Statesboro campus
SOUTHERN SCUBA CLUB
Anyone who loves 
the ocean and 
is interested in 
learning more about 
becoming a certified 
diver should join 
the Southern Scuba 
Divers.”
Sarah Wright
head of community outreach 
An inside look at the new Georgia Southern criminal justice master’s program
MASTER IN  CRIMINAL JUSTICE
The program has 
routes so you can 
do a thesis or a 
practicum so if 
you are thinking 
about doing either 





Students interested in the field of law enforcement, victim advocacy, data 
management or the nature of justice can pursue degrees in Criminal Justice at 
Georgia Southern.
PHOTO: WILLIAM HICKS
The southern scuba club helped in the Tybee Island beach cleanup, picking up 
around 9,000 pieces of individual trash.





After a historic season ending with a 
SoCon Championship title and former 
team member Rosemary Kramer’s 
storied career as an Eagle, the Georgia 
Southern women’s rifle team has high 
expectations for this season.
Lydia Odlin returns for her redshirt-
senior season and serves as the leader 
for the rest of the team, comprised of all 
freshman.
Growing up in Maine, Odlin got into 
the sport because of her father. She shot 
recreationally at first until her father 
noticed how talented she was. He put 
her into a gun club at the age of 12 
and she never looked back. She roped 
her brother into shooting with her and 
they shot everyday, self-coached. In the 
southern part of the state, shooting was 
not a socially acceptable activity. She 
never felt comfortable telling strangers 
about her sport, but she continued to 
train and stay focused regardless of her 
environment.
“We were the first two to qualify for 
air rifle for junior Olympics out of our 
state,” she said. “We discovered...you 
can shoot for college. I was like ‘Wow 
that’s the dream.’”
Her road to GS was anything but 
smooth her first year. Due to a coaching 
miscommunication, Odlin was not 
even placed on the roster her freshman 
year. Since she was the first out-of-
state student recruited for the program, 
the previous coach never told the new 
coach about her. All of the roster spots 
were filled before Odlin even arrived on 
campus. 
Odlin was unaware of the chaos, and 
she uprooted her whole life to move to 
Statesboro...for nothing.
“I moved down here and I was like 
‘When do I start’,” she said. “They were 
like… ‘Who are you?’”
Her family and friends advised her to 
go back home because it wouldn’t work 
out in the long run at GS, but she stayed 
and got a job at the ranch so she could 
pay for her own ammunition and train 
whenever she wanted. 
After a year of shooting six days a 
week, she convinced the new coach to 
give her a walk-on tryout. She made 
the team and continues to work hard 
everyday to prove to herself that she 
deserves to be here.
In her freshman season, the rifle team 
was able to beat the reigning air rifle 
SoCon Champions for the first time 
in SoCon history. Her junior season, 
GS took the title again with just four 
members on the team, where the 
standard is five.
“We were able to win for the second 
time in Georgia Southern history with 
only four girls,” she said. “No one was 
more shocked than we were. It was a 
great feeling.”
Last season, she averaged 533.250 in 
smallbore and 571.250 in air rifle, one 
of the top averages in the nation. She 
has been a Collegiate Rifle Coaches 
Association Scholastic All-American for 
two years and prioritizes her academics 
just as much as her training for rifle.
She hopes to become a physician 
assistant after graduation and Head 
Coach Sandra Worman relies on her to be 
a positive example on and off the range.
“We’re calling her the elderly 
stateswoman and she is expressing the 
perfect mix of a student-athlete leader,” 
she said. “She is excelling in academics, 
as she always does, she is working hard at 
rifle and excelling there with her best self 
as she does, and she’s also remembering 
to keep things in proportion. She’s being 
a leader to the team but also showing 
them that it’s important to put your own 
oxygen mask on before you can help 
others.”
In the first match against UAB and 
Wofford on Saturday, Odlin proved this 
sentiment to be true as she shot a career 
high of 196 in the prone smallbone. 
Worman is proud of the team and how 
they performed in the first match, despite 
one shooter having to change guns in the 
middle of the match. 
“Knowing how hard it is to struggle, 
I want to really, really push these girls 
and get them to what they deserve. Get 
them to taste that success under Georgia 
Southern’s name...It makes me sad to 
think about when I’m gonna leave, but 
I’m confident that these girls are gonna 
carry Georgia Southern into new heights 
by far.”
Odlin and company will go on the 
road to the Citadel on Oct.12 to take on 
UAB and the Bulldogs. After another 
away match a week later, they will return 
home on Nov.2 for Senior Day.
BY AMANDA ARNOLD
The George-Anne staff
The Georgia Southern men’s 
soccer team has had a rough 
patch of late. They have lost 
four of their past five games, 
most recently to Mercer on 
Sept. 27 and Jacksonville on 
Tuesday.
With just two more 
games until the team begins 
conference play at rival Georgia 
State whom the team has not 
faced since last year Sun Belt 
Championship loss, Head 
Coach John Murphy hopes to 
right the ship.
“The coaching staff has to 
take responsibility for the 
mindset of the kids and the 
tactics and the preparation and 
the training,” he said. “I’m not 
gonna question the kids and 
their effort, so it’s up to the 
adults in the situation to be 
able to come up with proper 
resources that we have...We 
don’t look like we’re prepared 
properly.”
On Friday, Mercer scored 
back-to-back goals within two 
minutes to take an early lead. 
The game was exciting for fans, 
but very aggressive on the field. 
The Bears set a fast pace that 
GS could not take advantage of 
in the first half.
In the second period, junior 
midfielder Aldair Cortes put 
the Eagles on the board with a 
free kick. With this momentum, 
sophomore forward Adam 
Davie tied the game at minute 
74.
The game winning goal 
for Mercer came from a trick 
move by the net, which bested 
sophomore goalkeeper Jokull 
Blaengsson. 
On Tuesday, GS fell to 
Jacksonville at the Armstrong 
Soccer Field after a scoreless 90 
minutes of play, 1-0. Both teams 
attempted 15 shots during 
the physical game, while GS 
sophomore goalkeeper added 
five saves.
“Jose Eduardo Bomfim had 
a fantastic game in net, and if 
it weren’t for him, I think the 
score would have been much 
heavier in favor of them,” 
Murphy said. “To be second 
best at home, regardless of 
it being an alternate venue 
tonight, is not acceptable here. 
All of us have to take a look 
at ourselves and decide what 
kind of team we want to be this 
year.”
The team hopes to change 
things around on Friday when 
they take on Wofford at home 
at 7 p.m.
From a walk-on to a conference champion
Lydia Odlin pushes to finish strong
Men’s soccer loses four out of last 
five games after Tuesday’s defeat
PHOTO: AJ HENDERSON
Davie (10) tied the game against Mercer on Friday with a goal at 
minute 74.
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Lydia Odlin enters her final season as an Eagle with two conference championships 
under her belt.




The advantage of Savannah 
grown talent is certainly no 
stranger to Georgia Southern 
Athletics, and junior libero 
Landon Jones is no exception 
for Eagle volleyball. 
Jones, the daughter of a 
former Georgia College and 
State basketball player, high 
school coach, and cousin of ex-
football player Tyler Summer, 
feels sports has always been a 
cornerstone of her upbringing. 
She began playing volleyball 
at age nine, and upon playing 
her first tournament that year, 
she fell in love with the sport. 
She said that family meant she 
“grew up in the gym” and that 
her upbringing made a full 
time commitment to the game 
second nature. 
After earning her degree in 
exercise science, Jones hopes 
to enter school to become a 
Physician Assistant, potentially 
helping young athletes with 
diagnosis and recovery.
Although she couldn’t 
enter nursing because of 
the time commitment that 
comes along with playing 
Division I volleyball, she still 
understands the opportunity 
to enter medicine is still in 
reach.
“I’ve always just wanted to 
do that…” she said. “I think 
the body’s a really interesting 
thing, and I feel like I can still 
be involved in athletics. With 
my high school we had a PA 
that would come around like 
once a week or twice a week, 
and so I thought that would be 
cool to be able to do that.”
Jones’ decision to attend GS 
was a no brainer for the 2017 
Savannah Christian grad. After 
a dominant high school career 
that included three All-State 
nominations, three Area Player 
of the Year awards, and school 
records for kills, digs, and aces, 
she committed quickly.
After playing significantly 
her freshman year and more 
sparingly her sophomore, 
Jones has taken advantage 
of Coach Chad Willis’ new 
culture and program to lead 
and maximize her reps.
“The culture has changed,” 
she said. “I wouldn’t really say 
that was there last year. These 
coaches are not about that. 
We have team meetings every 
Wednesday night.” 
Personally, Jones has taken 
advantage of this staff’s 
emphasis and willingness to 
allow players to take extra 
time in preparation to improve 
her craft and increase her 
confidence.
“[I’m taking] a lot of extra 
reps. That wasn’t really 
something that the coaches 
last year offered, but that’s one 
thing I do continuously that 




Georgia Southern swim and 
dive began its season Sept. 21 
and will continue with eight 
competitions through February. 
The Eagles began with their 
Blue and Gold exhibition, 
then began the season with 
a meet in Charleston against 
UNC Asheville, Queens 
and Davidson. The team 
finished fourth with scores 
of 142-62, 40-164 and 55-149, 
respectively. The Eagle’s best 
race came in the 50 free from 
2018’s leader, sophomore 
Melissa Cox, who placed 
second in that individual event. 
“Our women raced hard 
and brought a great team spirit 
to the meet,” Head Coach 
Amanda Caldwell said. “We 
have some work ahead of us 
to reach our goals at the end of 
the season.” 
Diving competed at 
Davidson and tied the hosts 
18-18, while defeating UNC 
Asheville 32-5. Southern divers 
took second, third and fourth 
in the one and three meter 
competitions.
Freshman Abby Carmada 
garnered both second place 
finishes for GS while senior 
Gretchen Mossburg and junior 
Katie Knight finished third and 
fourth in both events. 
Second year diving Head 
Coach Collin Vest said, “Our 
divers performed to a standard 
higher than my expectations 
for the first meet. I could not be 
more excited for the season.” 
The Eagles continue their 
2019-2020 campaign Saturday 
at the RAC. GS will host Florida 
Gulf Coast and Campbell with 
hopes of beginning a more 
upward season trajectory. 
The season continues at 
North Florida Oct. 19, at UNC 
Asheville Nov. 1, at the Georgia 
Tech Invitational Nov. 21-24, 
back home for meets on the 
tenth and 18 of January, then 
against SCAD-Savannah and 
Tech Feb. 1.
Swimming and Diving 








Junior libero Landon Jones has seen action in all 13 matches.
PHOTO: GSATHLETICS
The team hosts their first regular season home meet on Saturday.
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Reynard Ellis is 
transitioning to Sun Belt 
play with success 
BY KAITLIN SELLS
The George-Anne staff
A big name on the defense this 
year for the Georgia Southern 
football team has been redshirt-
sophomore linebacker Reynard 
Ellis, who transferred in from 
Furman and is fitting in well 
with the team in his first year of 
eligibility.
Even though he transferred 
last year, per NCAA transfer 
rules the Alabama native had to 
sit out his first season as an Eagle. 
Ellis transferred in from Furman, 
where he played in 12 games, 
starting 10 as a true freshman and 
totaled 92 tackles on the season. 
While finding success as a 
Paladin, Ellis was not satisfied 
and was looking for something 
else for his college career.
“I wanted to go to a different 
environment,” Ellis said. “Coach 
Sloan had talked to Coach 
Cunningham about me coming 
to visit. I just liked what I had 
seen, like the brotherhood up 
here. There’s just a lot of stuff I 
liked, so I came up here. Coach 
Lunsford gave me a chance, and I 
appreciate it.” 
While being successful as 
Furman, it’s definitely a step up 
and a change of speed when it 
comes to the level of play here at 
Georgia Southern, but Ellis has 
handled the change with grace. 
Having a season as a redshirt to 
work on that change was helpful 
for the linebacker as well.
“I just focused on getting 
better,” Ellis said regarding 
his redshirt season. “Learning 
the playbook. Just trying to be 
stronger, faster. Just coming back. 
I just wanted to make sure that 
when I came back, I was going to 
be ready to play. I wanted to use 
my year to get better.”
So far, it was well worth it as 
Ellis has had an immense impact 
on the Eagle defense this season, 
totalling 27 tackles on the season 
as well as a sack, resulting in a loss 
of nine yards. He also blocked 
a field goal against Minnesota, 
resulting in a scored touchdown 
for GS. 
Ellis has also served as a good 
fit for the Eagles, getting along 
well with his teammates while 
working towards his goals of a 
conference championship and a 
bowl win.
“He was a guy that we knew 
pretty early on that he was a guy 
that can help us,” Lunsford said 
about Ellis. “Throughout spring 
ball and and throughout training 
camp, he really showed that 
he was definitely learning our 
defense, and he was definitely 
fitting in with our football team. 





junior Shai Werts returned 
to the field for the first time 
since LSU, and like LSU the 
quarterback fell unsuccessful 
in bringing home a win for the 
Eagles. 
The Ragin’ Cajuns defeated 
the Eagles 37-24 in the 
conference opener for both 
teams at Paulson Stadium 
Saturday night. 
With two weeks to prepare 
due to a previous bye week, 
the Eagles were excited to hit 
the gridiron once again. But 
that excitement did not seem 
to be enough as both Eagle 
offense and defense seemed to 
come out sluggish. 
“We were fighting toe 
to toe,” Head Coach Chad 
Lunsford said regarding the 
performance. “A big stat, 14 to 
three in the fourth quarter. That 
is not the way you finish…
we got out-rushed. We’re a 
running football team and 
we got out-rushed and then 
couldn’t keep up. You know, 
we got to learn to score in the 
red zone, score touchdowns, 
not just field goals. That’s what 
it’s going to take.”
Werts has not seen any 
official playing time since 
being injured in the first 
contest of the season against 
LSU, and redshirt-freshman 
quarterback Justin Tomlin 
seemed to fill the position 
for the Eagles with ease. 
Many were surprised to see 
Werts in the starting line up 
considering how well Tomlin 
has been performing in the 
quarterback slot. 
Werts ran for 93 yards and 
completed 37 passing yards 
compared to UL’s quarterback 
Levi Lewis’ 27 rushing yards 
and 165 passing yards. 
While a disappointing return 
to the field for Werts, there were 
flashes of brilliance from the 
redshirt-junior. Werts saw a few 
first down runs, including a long 
of 21 yards, but fell victim to 
three sacks.
“He did make some plays,” 
Lunsford said about Werts’ 
returning performance. 
“Probably a little rusty on 
some things but you know, 
managed very well.”
The Eagle defense also 
seemed slower on the ball than 
usual, allowing the Cajuns to 
run up 37 points on them and 
440 net offensive yards. 
One Eagle on the defense 
that looked better than past 
performances this season 
was graduate student safety 
Donald Rutledge Jr. He lead 
the Eagles on defense, logging 
10 total tackles and one pass 
breakup and was responsible 




The Georgia Southern football team is 
looking to bounce back and break a two-
game losing streak as they travel to Mobile, 
Alabama to take on South Alabama in their 
second conference matchup of the season.
The Eagles extended their losing streak 
to two after falling to Louisiana 37-24 in the 
first conference game of the season, putting 
the Eagles at an overall record of 1-3. 
The game against UL was redshirt-junior 
quarterback Shai Werts’ return to the field 
after being out since LSU, and his comeback 
was less than successful. Werts only threw 
for 37 yards, completing six passes on 12 
attempts as well as rushing for 93 total yards. 
The redshirt-junior fell victim to three sacks 
against UL. 
With coach’s response to Werts’ play, it can 
be expected that the quarterback will be back 
in action on Thursday, as his performance 
was chalked up to just being rusty. 
A big returner coming back to the field 
is junior running back Wesley Kennedy III, 
who has been out for the past four games 
due to academic suspension. Now that the 
junior has served his suspension, everyone is 
eager to see him back on the gridiron.
‘He’s a guy that’s got a lot of juice,” Head 
Coach Chad Lunsford said about Kennedy. 
“He’s a guy that’s a playmaker force, and 
has shown that his first two years with us 
here. Obviously, our team is excited that he’s 
back.”
Kennedy played in all 13 games last 
season, starting six where he was on the field 
for 416 total plays. The junior rushed for 495 
yards and three touchdowns last season, so 
there’s a lot of expectations for Kennedy’s 
return.
The Eagle defense struggled against the 
Ragin’ Cajun offense, allowing for 37 points 
and 440 total offensive yards from UL. 
As a team, the defense logged 57 tackles 
against UL, and proved to be successful in 
recovering two fumbles off of muffed punts 
by UL. 
“Getting outscored in fourth quarters 
definitely not what Georgia Southern 
football needs,” Lunsford said. “On defense 
we had a lot of missed tackles. We had a lot 
of situations where we didn’t get adjusted 
to their formations...  Too many yards after 
contact, not wrapping up and making sure 
that we got the ball carriers down. Got out 
rushed in the ballgame.”
Safety Donald Rutledge Jr. led the Eagle 
defense against UL, this being his first big 
game of the season with 10 tackles and 
one tackle for loss of three yards as well as 
notching one pass breakup. 
USA is also struggling in the early season, 
being on a three-game losing streak and 
sitting on an overall record of 1-4. 
The Jaguars also opened up their 
conference play with a loss, falling 17-30 to 
ULM. While a disappointing loss, USA still 
put up 142 rushing yards on the Warhawks 
as well as throwing for 286 yards. 
USA’s success with their passing game 
could pose a problem for the GS defense, as 
they’ve shown to struggle against passing 
offenses in the past.
Sophomore quarterback Cephus Johnson 
has played in all five games for the Jaguars, 
throwing for 514 yards and rushing for 192 
yards on the season. Johnson has rushed 
for four touchdowns this season as well as 
throwing for three.
The Eagle defense should also be preparing 
for senior running back Tra Minter who has 
led USA this season, rushing for 432 yards 
on the season and averaging eight yards per 
carry. The senior has also rushed for two 
touchdowns on the season. 
On the defensive end for the Jaguars, 
sophomore linebacker Nick Mobley has 
proven to be a tank on the field, racking up 
41 total tackles on the season. Mobley also 
led the team against ULM where he notched 
nine tackles as well as a sack for a loss of 11 
yards.
The Eagles will be traveling to Mobile, 
Alabama Thursday, with kickoff set for 7:30 
p.m. Eastern. 
Eagles looking to break two-game LOSING streak 




Eagles offense huddles up during the game against Louisiana. The Eagles currently hold a 
record of 1-3. 
KAITLIN SELLS/staff
Reynard Ellis (36) sets up against LSU in the season opener. 
Eagles open 
conference 





To contact the creatitve editor-in-chief, email prodmgr@georgiasouthern.edu
SUDOKU by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan
Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller 
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three grades: easy, medium and difficult.
Level: Difficult
8 6 4
2 9 7 5
8 1
9 2 7
1 3 8 2
9 1 4
8 9
2 5 8 3
3 6 1
SUDOKU by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan
Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller 
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three grades: easy, medium and difficult.
Level: Medium
6 7
8 2 9 4 5 7
7 3 4
2 7 4 8
4 5
5 1 4 3
7 2 9
9 6 2 5 1 4
3 6
D R E A M T O P S M E N D I S N T L
F A R M E R I H U D E Y B E L T S I
O Y Y G I F T O I S L Y V L A A H Z
F S Y S N S R T O D H R E E E R I A
F L O A T S S O N U E C C S D W R R
E A Y U S T L I M S W I R E S G T D
R N O B R A K E S E L O T I P P E R
S D A A E C P C O S W E E T S I I S
A R C M T K E R F I Y O N P O L E T
G F A I T H H M A P L E R T M C A S
E L R H G I A V O I D E D M I O S P
S O M O E A I C N R S S D T T R E L
S W Y M S A R A S O E E E V E N T A
P E D E C O R A T I O N S B O A A S
U D I T O G O T O H G T M L A R R H
F R I D A Y N N R A U E A A X T O I
F L E S H U N A M E M M M A I D S N


































































































































































































 The George-Anne  10/3/19 Crossword                                     PuzzleJunction.com
Solution on next page
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12
13 14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22 23
24 25 26 27 28
29 30 31 32 33
34 35 36 37
38 39 40 41 42
43 44 45 46
47 48 49 50 51 52 53
54 55 56 57 58
59 60 61









 49 Thin out
 51 On dry land





 62 Tree juice
 63 Corrida cry
 65 Arctic explorer 
John
 66 Morning drops
Across
 1 Optimistic
 5 Nevada city
 9 Table scraps
 13 Pot builder
 14 Dodge
 16 Pinnacle
 17 School peers
 19 Entertainment award
 20 Young fox
 21 Quarries
 22 Give a hoot
 24 Compass dir.
 25 Chowed down
 26 Champion
 29 Exams
 31 Puff up
 33 Altar avowal
 34 Little devil
 36 ___ vapeur
  (steamed)
 37 Exploit
 38 Ariz. neighbor
 40 Black ink item
 42 Botanist Gray
 43 One Beatle
 44 Kind of instinct
 45 Annex
 47 Superlative ending
 48 Gave up
 50 Dog tether
 54 Anxiety disorders
 56 Lyrical Gershwin
 58 Jacuzzi
 59 Family group




 67 Wistful word
 68 Fry quickly
 69 Gaelic
 70 Guinea pigs, maybe
 71 Summers on the 
Seine
 72 Garden intruder
Down
 1 Auditory 
annoyance
 2 Surfing, in a way
 3 Union members
 4 Survey choice
 5 Send, as payment
 6 Delights
 7 Bar freebies
 8 Poetic tribute
 9 La Scala offering
 10 Curatives
 11 Scottish cap
 12 Wild blue yonder
 15 Intensify
 18 Involuntary 
twitch
 23 Totally
 26 Brazilian soccer 
legend
 27 Brainchild
 28 Silent assent
 30 Cultivate, like 
land
 32 Garbage
 35 Some ceremonial 
displays
 37 Chip’s partner











Join our Street Team NOW! 
Immediate job openings!
Email SMmarketing@georgiasouthern.edu to apply. 
Online Registration 
Aug 26 - Oct 8
Tournament Date 
October 11 @ 1 PM
$25 per golfer fee, includes: cart fee, green fee, lunch, and gi
Online Registration 








Sept 23 - Oct 8
Play Begins 
October 14
REACH 4,000+ GEORGIA 
SOUTHERN READERS 
EVERY WEEKDAY




What could you do with that kind of reach?
Build brand awareness.
Promote an event.
Promote a special offer.
